Ideas for Adding Drupal Support to Eclipse

by Shaun Moss (CEO, Star Multimedia)

New Project Type "Drupal Project" and new panel "Drupal Outline"

When this project type is selected, the IDE then scans the directory structure of the project and compiles information about the project. It then displays this info in the Drupal Outline panel.

The Drupal Outline would have a TreeView, similar to the Outline panel, that contains TreeViews like these:

· Project Name

· Modules

· Hooks

· Themes

· Libraries

· Files

This is always up-to-date, never has to be refreshed. Whenever a file is saved, the Drupal Outline is automatically updated.

Modules TreeView

A TreeView with all modules in the project (the IDE scans the different module directories in the same way Drupal does) and information about them. For each module, show:

· info extracted from the .info file

· the path to the module (e.g. /modules, /sites/default/modules)

· links to all .module and .install files

· links to all the functions they implement

· link to the module web page, documentation, and the related issues pages

Hooks TreeView

You would have a TreeView to browse hook functions, with links directly to the place in the code where that hook is implemented. For example:

· hook_init()

· cck_init()

· views_init()

· my_module_init()

· hook_perm()

· etc.

Themes TreeView

A TreeView with all themes in the project. Again, the IDE scans the different theme directories in the same way Drupal does.

Information shown in the TreeView would include:

· info extracted from the .info files

· all theme functions implemented by each theme

· direct links to template files, CSS files and JS files

· subthemes would be sub-branches of the TreeView, e.g.

· garland

· zen

· my_theme

· acquia marina

· etc.

Libraries TreeView

This would show all libraries (Zend Framework, fckeditor, jQuery, etc.) included in the project, with:

· info about the version

· links to all classes and functions within the library

· all relevant documentation

Files TreeView

Links to all files in the /files directory.

Module Support

· Module search feature.

· Make it very easy to add a new project to a module. For example, click Modules, Add on the menu, which takes you to a search page. Search for the module you want. see its rating and similar modules, select where you want it installed, and the IDE will download and unzip it into that folder.

· Make it very easy to upgrade a module within a project. For example, right-click on the module in the Modules TreeView, click Check for Updates, or Update. The IDE will remove the old version of the module (provide an option to archive), download the latest zip and unzip it in its place. Option to select the directory where the module will be installed.

Documentation and Integration with drupal.org.

· Buttons that link directly to Drupal API, Forms API and Database API references.

· A Drupal function reference

· A Module Reference with links to module pages, online documentation and issues, and links to its pages on drupalmodules.com

· Links to Drupal tutorials.  Each tutorial shows a popularity rating (e.g. up to 5 stars).

· Offer both online and offline documentation (this applies to Drupal, PHP, MySQL, Apache, JavaScript, jQuery, CSS, HTML, etc.)

